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	At our last Board meeting I was asked to look at the Citizen’s Climate Lobby in the context of a proposed Board vote to support their petition. 
	CCL was founded by Marshall Saunders of Coronado, CA in 2007. Saunders is a real estate executive turned philanthropist who modeled the CCL after an earlier, successful grass roots effort “Results” in which he was active (http://www.results.org/). That group focuses on lobbying to create the political will to reduce poverty and hunger. 
	Like Results, the CCL is a non-partisan, non-profit lobbying group that provides a collective voice for communicating with decision makers about the necessity to act on climate change. CCL is unique in my experience in that it specifically advocates for a national carbon tax as a mechanism to bring carbon emissions under control. This approach has its roots in the very successful sulfur dioxide cap and trade program enacted in 1990 to address acid rain. It is an approach that is based on the use of market forces to reward businesses for reducing emissions, while punishing laggards. Punishment in this context is financial through gradually increasing costs for tradable emissions credits. This is not to imply that CCL is a “one trick Charley,” rather it seems to have identified and endorses a known approach that has been supported by progressive and conservative groups as a way forward on controlling carbon emissions. 
	In addition to Marshall Saunders, CCL’s governing board is made up of individuals from a spectrum of backgrounds including banking, academics and fisheries. The advisory board is a who’s who of leaders in climate advocacy circles including James Hansen, former US Representative Bob Inglis, Former Energy Secretary Steven Chu, former NOAA CEO (and retired Admiral) Dave Titley, and former Secretary of State George Schultz. Also on the advisory board is Sam Daley-Harris, the founder of Results. 
	CLL is a serious, grass roots community of citizens who are deeply concerned about the impacts of climate change on our world. I share their concerns and find that their core beliefs are fully consistent with those of the Moscow COOP. 
Respectfully,
Tom Bitterwolf
