June 2017


Climate Change Impacts in Northern Idaho

To: Senator Mike Crapo
      Senator Jim Risch
      Representative Raúl Labrador

[bookmark: _GoBack]As business and community leaders in Idaho’s First Congressional District, we ask you to make a prudent response to the threats that climate change poses to our economy and our way of life here in Idaho. As the Idaho Office of Emergency Management states:  “the climate is changing
 . . . and the known hazards are both changing and increasing”(1).

Professionals from all sectors project an additional increase in our state’s annual average temperature of 3–4 degrees Fahrenheit by mid-century and an increase of 4–6.5 degrees Fahrenheit by 2100 under a business-as-usual scenario. This warming substantially increases unpredictability, risk, and negative impacts for our economy, environment, and human population. 

Impacts here in Northern Idaho include:

· Changes in water availability and temperature patterns are leading to greater extremes and seasonal water shortages and flooding. We have seen drier soils, increased erosion, warmer winters, and the spread of pests that significantly damage Idaho’s agricultural industry. 

· Forest disturbances, including invasive insects, tree disease, and wildfires will dominate forest landscapes in the coming decades, threatening an industry that is sustained by the careful balance of natural resources. In 2015, while the number of forest fires was fairly typical, the number of acres burned was 594% of a 20-year average (2).

· Snowpack will continue to decrease. During the past 10 years, the snowpack has already decreased by an amount that has kept hydropower generation below historical averages 74% of the time (3).  Rapid snowmelt overwhelms reservoir storage. This means wasted water, impacting the generation of electricity and irrigated agriculture.

· Idaho’s recreational and tourism sector forms the lifeblood of many of our rural communities. Changes in temperature and precipitation will shorten ski seasons and make forests inaccessible due to increased wildfires, while droughts will damage water sports and fishing. 

· Idahoans’ health is threatened by climate change. Extreme heat contributes to more illness and death. Respiratory illness will rise as the climate warms and air pollution increases (4).

There are economically sensible, politically viable, market-based options to reduce the worst effects of climate change on all Idahoans . . . and especially on children, those who work on the land, and those living in poverty. We urge you, as our representatives, to join others in Congress in working toward a constructive solution to the climate crisis. 

Respectfully submitted by the following Northern Idaho business and community leaders (signature authorizations on file):

(Names, businesses, etc. will be added here.)

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please provide the following information:
Your name: __________________________
A phrase that best describes your association with your organization, business or profession (in a way that will be meaningful to your legislator): _____________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 







1

Examples: John Doe, owner of Briscoe Feed Mill
Betty Smith, minister, First Lutheran Church of Salem
The Salem City Council (with 5 members)
Evelyn Myers, French teacher at Springfield High School
Congregation of Springfield Christian Church (110 members)
Dr. Bill Smith, CEO, Vantage Manufacturers (30 employees)


City: ____________________________ Zip Code: ___________________
Please make one selection for each of the statements below:
Citizen’s Climate Lobby, ____ may/ ____ may not, use my name in conversations with other potential endorsers.
Citizen’s Climate Lobby, ____ may/ ____ may not, use my name and organization in public communications.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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