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Policy C-5
Process for members to request a special meeting of members
Members have the right to call a special meeting of members to vote on issues.  It is in state statute that 10% of members must agree to call a special meeting.  The following is the process for calling a special meeting.
1.  A petition must be written up clearly stating the purpose of the meeting.   The petition covers a single issue to be voted on.  
2. The petition must be signed by 2% of coop members.  Signature gathering will not be allowed in the store, and coop resources will not be used to help gather the signatures.
3. The petition will be presented to the General Manager to validate the owner’s signatures.  The signature validation will be done within 21 days.
4. If the required number of signatures is validated, Coop resources will be used to put the issue before members to see if the 10% requirement is met to call a special meeting of members.  This will be done primarily by sending an email out to members, containing the petition, an argument for the issue, and an argument against the issue.  The petition will also be publicized in the store.   If the petitioners desire, a postal mailing will be sent out to members at the petitioner’s expense.  Due to privacy concerns, the petitioners will not be given direct access to the membership roll.  Sending out the email or postal mailing will be done by store staff.  An electronic method to sign the petition will be provided, along with an in store method.   Signatures will be validated by the General Manger within 21 days..
5. If the required 10% of members agree to call the meeting, a special meeting will be called within a reasonable amount of time.  The amount of time will allow for any forums or publicity to help members understand the issue.  There will be an electronic voting method available to members similar to electronic voting in board elections.   The number of voters must meet the quorum requirements as stated in Idaho Statute.
